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Description

Theme:

On 12th & 13th January 2023, India hosted a two-day virtual summit on “Voice of the Global South“. Its
theme was “Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose.” This was an attempt to build cooperation among the
countries in the global south and to bring balance to the world order.

What is Global South:

It refers to the nations located in the southern part of the world. This includes a total of 78
countries in the regions such as South America, Asia, Africa, and Oceania. The Global North
refers to countries like the US, Canada, Europe, Russia, Australia, and New Zealand.

Importance of the voice of the Global South summit:

The Global South is significant due to its large population, which constitutes over 50% of the
world’s population, making it a significant demographic force in the world. The Global South is
known for its diverse and rich cultural heritage, which contributes to the cultural richness and
diversity of the world. The Global South is rich in natural resources, including minerals, oil, and
forests, which play an important role in the world economy. But the region is under-represented in 
international forums.
Many countries in the Global South are experiencing rapid economic growth, which is
contributing to the world’s economic development and stability.
The Global South is home to many emerging markets, which are becoming increasingly
important centres of innovation, entrepreneurship, and investment.

India as a leader of the Global South:

India is one of the largest and most populous countries in the region and due to its large 
population, rich culture, and growing military and economic power, India has the potential to be a
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leader of the Global South.
Where the UN failed to effectively address the concerns of the Global South, India is focusing on 
adjusting its relationship with other major powers, ensuring peace and stability in its surrounding 
regions, and creating regional organizations in its extended neighbourhood to enhance
cooperation and coordination.
India’s policy of non-alignment with any major power bloc in the world has positioned it well to
take a leadership role in the Global South.
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Challenges:

Poverty and economic inequality are major problems for the countries of the Global South,
making it difficult to implement development initiatives.
Many countries in the Global South face political instability, making it hard to carry out plans for
long-term development and discourage foreign investment.
Developed countries in the Global North contribute more to global emissions but neglect to pay
for green energy, which ultimately harms the developing countries in the Global South.
There is a lack of a common consensus among the countries in the Global South regarding
significant global matters.
Developed nations have a lot of control over international trade and financial systems. This
control can cause harm to developing countries in the Global South.
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