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Linking Aadhaar with Voter ID- Boon for Roll Purity or Threat to Privacy?

Description

?7? Introduction

To curb duplicate and fake voting entries, India is ramping up efforts to link Aadhaar with Voter ID
(EPIC). The Election Commission recently kicked off a voter verification drive in West Bengal

, requiring Aadhaar along with voter details. Meanwhile, in states like Telangana, about 67% of voters
have already linked Aadhaar, helping eliminate 30,000 duplicate entries

This raises a vital question: Is Aadhaar linkage improving electoral integrity—or compromising
privacy and voting rights?

? What Is Aadhaar—Voter ID Linking? (Simple Summary)

The Aadhaar system issues a biometric-based unique ID to residents—over 1.38 billion cards
issued .

[}
EPIC (Voter ID) is mandatory for voting citizens .

Since 2015’s NERPAP initiative, the Election Commission has been enabling voluntary linking
to weed out fraud. The 2021 Election Laws Amendment Act formalized this voluntary linkage

? Arguments in Favour (Why It Helps)

1.
Eliminates duplicate/fake voters

Telangana removed 30,000 duplicate entries after 67% Aadhaar linkage

Cleans electoral rolls nationwide
Linking ensures updated, authentic lists via nationwide drives

Efficiency and cost-saving
Digital linking reduces manual verification and administrative burden

Facilitates voter mobility
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With Aadhaar, updating regional EPIC details becomes easier

Biometric verification adds reliability

Aadhaar’s biometric checks significantly reduce impersonation risks

? Arguments Against (Why It Raises Red Flags)

1.

Privacy & surveillance concerns
Critics warn biometric linking could enable voter profiling; India lacks a strong data protection law

Risk of disenfranchisement
Biometric errors (~12%) or failed linkages—as seen in Andhra, Telangana—could wrongly
eliminate voters

Legal and constitutional issues
Supreme Court mandates “necessity and proportionality” for Aadhaar use; census halted
NERPAP in 2015

Political sensitivities
Opposition parties accuse the EC of using linkage to manipulate voter rolls

Voluntariness vs de facto compulsion
Though law says voluntary, field pressures may make it mandatory for many

? Balanced Conclusion

Aadhaar—EPIC linking can help clean and streamline electoral rolls, reducing fraud and enhancing
administrative efficiency. States like Telangana show positive results. But the process must be:

Fully voluntary, with no coercion

Secure, with robust data protection and anonymity

Accurate, preventing exclusion due to biometric mismatches
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Transparent, with legal safeguards and public accountability

Without these, what starts as reform could risk citizen privacy and voting rights.

? Quick Summary

Benefit Challenge
Removes fake & duplicate voters Privacy and surveillance risks
Simplifies roll updates Potential to disenfranchise voters
Biometric reliability Legal/political challenges
Cost reduction Coercion concerns

? FAQs

Q1. Is Aadhaar-Voter ID linking mandatory?
No—it’s legally voluntary, though field officers encourage it

Q2. How many people have linked so far?
About 67% in Telangana, with 30,000 duplicates removed

Q3. Does linking risk losing my vote?
Errors or failures in authentication can potentially remove eligible voters—proper grievance resolution
is critical

Q4. What about data privacy?
India lacks comprehensive data privacy laws; misuse of voter profiles is a real concern

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/ec-to-conduct-bengal-voter-verification-process-from-
july-to-nov/articleshow/122098791.cms

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/telangana-cleans-up-voter-rolls-30000-duplicates-
deleted-via-eronet-voter-id-aadhaar-link-hits-67-says-ceo-c-sudarshan-
reddy/articleshow/121921501.cms
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