
Are India–Bangladesh Relations Heading for Turmoil or Unprecedented
Cooperation?

Description

?? Introduction

In 2025, India–Bangladesh ties have seen a dramatic shift. From land and trade tensions to water 
treaties and border issues, the relationship now raises a key question:
Are we witnessing a rupture in the historic partnership, or will shared interests prevail over 
recent frictions?

? What Does “India–Bangladesh Relations” Mean?

It refers to the diplomatic, economic, and cultural partnership between India and 
Bangladesh—neighboring nations linked by history, trade, religion, and regional security.

? Context

Water diplomacy under stress: India is reviewing the 1996 Ganga Water Sharing Treaty as the 
2026 renewal nears

Border controls & deportations: India has deported over 1,600 individuals to Bangladesh and 
expelled suspected “foreigners” from Assam—drawing protests from Dhaka

Trade war intensifies: India imposed restrictions on Bangladeshi jute and garment imports via 
land ports and halted transshipment privileges—while Bangladesh reacted by rerouting trade

Political thaw and strain: Dhaka under interim PM Yunus is pivoting toward Pakistan and 
China, canceling Indian contract tenders, and distancing itself from pro-India former PM Hasina

Mixed infrastructure signals: India continues development projects like the Sabroom ICP to 
enhance connectivity—even amid diplomatic chill

? Arguments in Favour (YES – Relations Can Be Reset Positively)
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1.
? Deep shared history: 1971 liberation roots create lasting bonds.

2.
? Robust trade interdependence: Bilateral trade hit over $11 billion FY2023–24

3.
? Energy linkages: Bangladesh imports ~2,500 MW from India; reliable ties are vital

4.
? Strategic collaboration: Counter?terrorism, border control, trans-frontier rivers require 
constant cooperation.

5.
? Cultural affinity: Shared language, culture, festivals deepen people-to-people connection.

6.
? Development projects: Sabroom ICP and Agartala?Akhaura rail aim to boost integration

7.
? Diplomatic flexibility: Talks resumed at summit—Modi met Yunus at BIMSTEC

8.
? Business continuity: Payments to Adani Power (~$437 million) resumed

9.
? Multi-aligned development: Bangladesh explores ASEAN, SAARC, BBIN to diversify ties

10.
? Mutual economic gain: Regional stability depends on cooperation in trade and connectivity.

? Arguments Against (NO – Tensions Could Deepen Rift)

1.
? Water politics rising: Revisiting the Ganga treaty risks diplomatic blowback

2.
? Trade retaliation hurts economies: Farmer, SME, and garment sectors in both countries are 
suffering .

3.
? Border pushbacks strain trust: Mass deportations worsen communal tensions .

4.
? Bangladesh’s China–Pakistan tilt: Shift in Dhaka’s diplomacy threatens India’s regional 
influence

5.
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? Contract cancellations symbolic: Dropping the Indian-built tug and defence deals signal 
mistrust

6.
? Non-tariff barriers rising: Land route blockades complicate rescue, food, and trade logistics

7.
? Public mistrust rising: Media negativity and populist sentiment erode grassroots goodwill .

8.
? North-east security concerns: Yunus’s remarks on the “Seven Sisters” disturb India’s border 
states

9.
? Interim government unpredictability: Dhaka’s interim state complicates long-term planning

10.
? WTO trade legality: India’s curbs may violate trade norms and invite sanctions

? Balanced Conclusion

India–Bangladesh relations are at a crossroads. Long-term collaboration remains vital—through 
history, trade, energy, and security. Yet, recent strains expose the fragility of that partnership. The 
solution lies in resetting diplomacy—dialogue over coercion, treaty renewal with equity, trade 
policies with consultation—and parallel infrastructure development that fortifies shared interests 
over geopolitical resentment.

? Quick Summary

Yes: Deep bonds, mutual benefits, vital connectivity can heal the rift.

No: Water, trade, border, and political tensions risk destabilizing the partnership.

Verdict: Choose negotiation, respect, and co-development—or risk unraveling decades of 
progress.

? FAQs
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Q1. Why is the Ganga water treaty under review?
India wants to reassess rationing, especially since 2026—aiming to align with changing water needs 
and climate patterns

Q2. Has bilateral trade dropped recently?
Land-route exports—like garments, yarn, jute—have been restricted, hurting border economies on both 
sides .

Q3. Is Bangladesh really shifting towards China and Pakistan?
Yes—via revived military talks, trade, and defense deals following Hasina’s departure, signaling a clear 
foreign policy pivo

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/infrastructure/after-suspending-indus-waters-treaty-with-
pakistan-india-now-eyes-changing-ganges-water-sharing-treaty-with-
bangladesh/articleshow/122106450.cms

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/port-squeeze-india-curbs-cetrain-jute-
imports-from-bangladesh-via-land-allows-only-nhava-sheva-port-access/articleshow/122116792.cms

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/jun/19/india-deporting-indians-muslim-citizens-
bangladesh-say-rights-groups-border?
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